WEYBRIDGE DIVISION, SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

Basic Course on Beekeeping 2017
The course is intended for those with very little or no beekeeping knowledge or experience. It will provide the necessary theoretical knowledge for the setting up, handling and management of a bee colony, and will prepare students for the practical part of the course (working with hives of bees) that will take place in the summer. Following these two courses, suitable students will be ready to take the Basic Assessment of the British Beekeepers' Association (BBKA) the next year. (It is a requirement for this qualification that candidates have kept bees for at least a year.)

The theory course is held at Hersham Community Centre Hall, Burhill Road, KT12 4BJ and consists of 10 two-hour sessions on consecutive weeks starting on Monday 16th January. The theory sessions start promptly at 7.30 pm. 

The practical sessions are held at the Weybridge division’s teaching apiary at St Georges Junior School, Weybridge on consecutive Saturday mornings from 10 am to about 12 noon (beginning late April or May, according to the weather).  The practical course consists of ten sessions.  
The outline syllabus for the theory sessions is as follows 

Week No



Topic

1. Introduction to beekeeping: why, how, when, where, etc?

2. Honeybee colonies in the wild. Natural history of the honey bee; castes of bees
3. Types of beehives and beekeeping equipment.  Honeybee navigation
4. Honey bee anatomy. Bees and plants
5. Plants important to bees.  Seasonal Colony management  (1) 

6. Seasonal Colony management (2) Varroa mite biology.

7. Swarming and its control 

8. Bee diseases and their control 

9. Manipulations (comb change, etc.). Queen raising and introduction 

10. Honey - process from hive to jar. Bee stings 

The total fee is £125 (£115 for a second person at the same address).  This covers the tuition for both parts of the course (theory and practical) and gives free membership of the Weybridge Division for six months. Membership includes a copy of the monthly beekeeping journal Beecraft, the monthly newsletter of the Weybridge Division of the Surrey Beekeepers' Association, and participation in all other activities, as arranged. 

In the past there has been a heavy demand for this course, and as the number of places is limited, early enrolment is recommended.

If you would like to reserve a place, please complete and return the enclosed Application Form, together with your payment as detailed on the form. These should be sent as soon as possible, and not later than 1 December 2016 to:
Sue Lawes, 29 Sayes Court, Addlestone, Surrey KT15 1NA, or via email slawes@hotmail.co.uk. Confirmation and further details will be sent to you on receipt of these.

Any administrative questions should be directed to Sue: 01932 843209, slawes@hotmail.co.ukor beekeeping questions to the principal tutor, Andrew Halstead: 01483  489581 or  ahalstead44@btinternet.com 
SURREY BEEKEEPERS' ASSOCIATION 

WEYBRIDGE DIVISION

Application form for Basic Beekeeping Course 2017
Title…..   First Name: ………………………….   Second Name: …………….………………………

(First) name that you would like us to put on your name badge  ………………………………..

Address (please include postcode)

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..




          …………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Telephone No:  …………………………..    Email ………………………………………………….

Charges for the theory and practical course are £125 per person, but please note that the charge for a second person at the same address is £115. Payment can be made by one of the following methods. 

1. A cheque payable to SBKA Weybridge.
2. Bank transfer to CAF Bank Ltd.

Surrey Beekeepers Association (training course)

Sort code – 40 52 40

Account code - 00017543

This completed form should be returned to the following, and payment made not later than 1st December 2016 :- 

Sue Lawes, 29 Sayes Court, Addlestone, Surrey KT15 1NA.

Confirmation and further details will be sent to you on receipt of these. 
